agreed. " Fay would never part with it, though. She'd
rather be there than at the chateau."
" I don't blame her."
" There's no chance of the Clos ever being for sale,"
Henry went on, " but if you do buy another property on
the Riviera, you ought to be near the sea. You can't
afford to waste hours every morning getting there and
back for a bathe."
" Quite right," I assented.
" Of course, McNeill may have come down in his
price a good deal," my companion continued. " I believe
he has, as a matter of fact, but it's rather like a dungeon
inside. I should wait, before you even begin to look at
houses, until your American affairs get a little more
settled."
I nodded acquiescence.
" Did you get those two delayed payments you were
speaking of? "
" Not yet," I admitted. " I fancy coming down here
has rather upset my mail."
" Well, anyhow, wait for a bit," Henry advised me.
" Charlie McNeill is a delightful fellow, but if he wants a
thing he's a tremendous rusher and carries you off your
feet almost. He's the same type that you might have been
yourself if you'd remained in business."
" I should never have been a speculator."
" I'm not so sure."
" Well, I'll tell you something just to show you I'm
not quite so reckless as you think. For twenty-five years
I haven't spent more than three-quarters of my income."
" I'm delighted to hear it."
" I paid for my house in Guernsey before I set foot
in it------"
]] Capital !"
" And I've never borrowed a penny in my life, even
from the bank."
** You're a marvel," he declared, smiling his approval.